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The INTRODUCTION Continued. 


ND now,Gentlemen,do you 

not think the Auchor of this 
has cut bimfelf out a fine Piece 
of Woikhere, and does not every 
Body cry out, He will never go 
thoro’ it? To this 1's! tell youa 
fhore Story, for I never care to 
tell a long one. 

A certiin Profeffor of Divinity 
ina Germas Univerlity, Ido not 
remember che place, was appoin- 
ted to Lecture in the Publick 
Schools upon the Prophecy of 
Yaisah ——: The Gentleman fee 


heartily about it, as I do upom this 
Work, and read 44 Years upon 
the firft Chapter,and never finifh’d 


it, 
He was at Jaft ask’'d, How the 
Prophecy fhould be all Expound< 
ed at that Rate ? He anfwer'd, Ie 
was his Honour and Satisfa@ion 
to begin fo great a Work, and 
fome more Worthy fhould come 
after him and finifh ir. 
In fhort, Gentlemen, I'll 
count ic my Honour to have 
begun fo gicat a Work, as the 
refcuing 


Fefcuing Scotland from the Grave 
of Slander, and from the Mifts 
dnd Fogs of Mifmanagement, in 
which the has loft her felf for fo 
many Years tothe Difcourage- 
ment of her Gentry, and Im- 
poverifhmenc of her People ; and 
if I cannot finifh it, Scotland thall 
never want fome Hand more 
capable than I'to carry it on, and 
finifh it to your much greater Ad- 
vantage. 

I meet with another Objection 
to my Work, which I muft {peak 
a Word to, before I goon. 

You have Undertaken a Work 
here, that you can never gothoro’ 
and call your felf an honeft Man; 
at lealt, if you do call your felf 
be no Body etfs will call you 

O. 


You are a Stranger, an Englifh 
Man, and one chat has declar’d 
your feif forthe Union: Now 
you cah never fteer fteady be- 
tween thefe Rocks: If you willdo 
Juftice to Scotland, you mult fay 
fome very courfe things of Enge 
land. Now, if you do the laft, 
you will! becray your own Coun- 
trey, and be a Knave to that 3 if 
you do not do the firft, you will 
be a Knive to this, and fall hore 
of your Propofal. 

To this I freely Anfwer, Lam 
a plain Dealer ; I can fay the 
courfeft chings that are,of my own 
Countrey, ay, and of you too, 
Gentlemen, and hope you will 
bear wiih it too, when they are 
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bue True and Ufeful -——, 
Neceffary Truth I profefs tofpeak, 
and no Power fo ftrong, Perfon 
fo high, Malice fo great, or Pafe 
fion fo hot, as ever yet fear’d me 
from it——, nor ever fhall. And 
this brings me to another part of 
the Work I have not yet mentioe 
ned, and which fhall finihh this 
long Introductior ——, and that 
is, That this Paper has from its 
firt coming out, declared War 
again{t Vice, Hypocrifie, and all 
Sorts of Immorality, in what{oe 
ever Shapes, Drefs, Pofture or 
Difguife they lurk inthe World. 
If, in chis War, I meet with 
Clamour, Railery, Slander, Abufe, 
Affronts, ill Nature, ill Manners, 
nay, even to Infult and Affu. 
fafination, I have nothing bue 
what I expected from the begins 
ning 


The Knaves will all agree to calllim Knave, 
Earl of Rochefer, Po. p. 62. 


He that reproves other Mens 
Crimes, fhall be fure to have all 
his own written in his Fore- 
head ; and, which is worfe, 
fhall have more than his own 
plac’d there, Lying, S!ander, 
Malice, and all the Detachmen:s 
Sathan can {pare out of his Infers 
nal Armies fhall attack hin.—— ; 
fo let them attack me » and 
yet this Reed fhaken with the 
Wind fhall be made a Wall of 
Brafs, if backt from above againft 
all the Degeneracy of this Age, 
and 
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and this lictle Agent fhall hang 
up their Crimes in the Sun till 
their Stench becomes Noifome to 
themfelves, and they grow 
afham’d of their open Folly ; Sin 
fhall retreat to its Native Com- 
panion Shame, and fly together 
to Darknefs and Corners; Men 
fhall no more defy Heaven, brave 
the Law, and infule Juftice, and 
not be told of-ir. 

No Man is too great for Re- 
proof, his Character indeed may 
make it a fore of Boldnef: 5 
But Vice. is of an affimilating 
Nature, and makesa Noble Man 
become vile like ic felf -———. 
He that is mean enough to ftoop 
tothe Crime, is noc at all further 
debas'd in fubmicting to the Re- 
proof . Scandal divefts a Per- 
fon of his Nobility, all the Trc- 
phies of Birth, Family, Tiles 
and Blood hang like fine Feathers 
daub’d with che Sereee Dire, when 
the Perfon degenerates from the 
Vertue and Honour of his An- 
ceftors that gave him thofe 

ities, 
ace Appellation of Lord ill be- 
comes a Man of Vice, he ftoops 
to a Meannels below his Dignity 
when he Sins, and for the time 
lays by his Nobility, Sevels him- 
felf wich the Rabble, and merits 
no more Regard, 

Itistrue, there are Difcretions 
to be ufed in our Reproofs, and I 
hope I fhall not break Bound:—; 
But there is a Plainneds fuitable 


to good Manners too, and that 
[hope no Body will take ill, 

It isin vain to reprove Vice 
with a foft Voice, to be too 
Modett is to be too Foolifh, to do 
any Good, Vertue and Honour 
need no Biufhes ; Shame belongs 
to Crime, he that is Guilty oughe 
to be afham’d, nor he chat tells 
him of it . Truth ought to 
be {poken like icfelf, boldly and 
openly andif we expe& to wound 
the Crimes we {peak againft, our 
Words mult be pointed and keen, 
that they may aniwerthe End of 
Reproof. 

And here, before I {peak any 
thing of the reproving the vile 
Beraviour of the Age, I mean as 
to their common Street Morals, 
pive me Leave torell you all very 
plainly, my Method will be fomee 
thing new : Lt will be none 
of my Bufinels to Exclaim againft 
the poor defpicable Wretches, 
whofe Oaths, Drunkennefs, and 
other Wickednc{sarechecommon 
Subje& of our Societies for Refor- 
mation —— 3; but as all Evils are 
beft to be cured in their Canfes, 
fo, Gentlemen, my Difcourfe will 
come nearer home, 

If you will Reformthe Nation, 
you thaz call you: felves Refore 
mers, bear with me to cell you, 
You mull firft Reformy our felves 
, andI muft, as. have done 
formerly inEng/and,make afolemn 
Proteft, and I here take Inftrue 
ments in the hands of the whole 

Nation, 
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Nation, That it is Unreafonable 
and Unjuft,an Injury to the com- 
mon People, and a Difhonour to 
the Gentry and Nobility tomake 
Laws, Ads of Parliament, Pros 
clamations, Declarations, City 
Laws or BurgheLaws againft Vice 
and Immorality, while you Exz- 
cute thols Laws upon the Poor, 
Mean and Common People only, 
and your felves go Unpunihhed in 
the open Commiion of the fame. 
This has been the Gvievance in 
England ; if it (hould fpread into 
Scotland, ic mu{t have the fame ill 
Confequence; a Drunken Juftice 
of the Peace, aLewd Magiltrace, 
a Swearing Gentleman $ Canthefe 
be capabie of Reformation? Can 
thefe be capable of Checking 
and Difzouraging Vice and Proe 
phanenefs in a Nation? The Be- 
haviour of the Gentlemen will 
always be Exemplar,and have an 
Influence upon the Manners of 
the common People : If my own 
Watch gocs wrong, it deceives me 
and no Body elfe,bur if the Town 
Clock goes wrong, it deceives the 
whole Parith. 

The way to Reform a Nation, befides 
goed Lars, 1s to have the Nobility, Gen- 
try and Magiltracy of the Countrey 
Difcourage Vicc, and bring it out of 
Ute by their own Example; the People 
arc guided by Example inore than by 
Precept ; the Huincur of the Age is to 
follow the Fafhions; if you will have 
Vice and Prophanencfs fuppreft, do 
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but bring it out of Fafhion, and the 
Work is done; what the Gentry practife, 
the common People will imitate ; if 
the Gentlenien l ring Crime to be un- 
fathionable,it Oaths, Drunkennefsand 
Lewdnefs be left out of the Mode of 
Behaviour, the People will reform in- 
{enfibly , they’l grow Vertuous 
for mecr Pride, and the Shame of being, 
out of the Fafhion. 

At leaft, the Gentlemen may then 
take upon them to Govern; they may 
Punith without Reproach to them- 
felves: A Juftice of Peace may {ct 2 
Drunkard in the Stocks, ora Whore 
to the Whipping Poft without blufh- 
ing, and the Poor can have no Objcéti- 
onagain({tthe DifciplineoftheirRulers. 

But while you punith the Poor,and 
the Rich gu free, while you put the 
Lays in tlic hands of Men of Vice, to 
Execute upon the vitious, while Magi- 
{trates commit the Crimes they punifh, 
you mult cxpect to finith no Refor- 


mationin Scotland, any more than they 
have in England. 


Our Modes of Vez from high Examples came, 
And'‘tis Example only wuft Reclaim, 

Law only vids Men to conceal their Grimes, 
But "tis Example mut Reform the Times, 

The Magiftrases muff mighty Crime forbear, 
Be Faultle[s fir themfclves, and then fevere, 
The Men of Hineur muft from Vice diffent, 

B: fore the Rakes and Bullies will Repent, 

If once the Mode of Vertue would begin, 

The po.rer fort would be afbam'd to Sin, 

For fhame your Reformation Clubs give o're, 
And jeft with Men,and jeff with Heavenno more, 
But if you would avenging Power appeafe, 
Avert the Indiznation of the Skyes, iq 
Impend.ng Run aveid, and calm the Fates, 
Te Hypocrites Reform your Magiftrates. 

Reformation of Manners, P. 107, _ 
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